Lake Tahoe is a federally
designated “No Discharge Zone”
Boaters, please take these simple
steps to protect water quality.

Boat sewage may contain bacteria and
nutrients that are harmful to humans,
plants and wildlife. Proper discharge of
boat sewage will help maintain Lake Ta-
hoe’s excellent water quality and re-
duce the risk of disease.

Never empty septic holding tanks in or
near the water, except at authorized
pump-out stations.

Use fuel fill collars and carry bilge
sponges for fueling dockside.

Invasive Species Alert!

Quagga Mussels and New Zealand Mud
Snails have been found in both California
and Nevada waterbodies but not in Lake
Tahoe. Boaters bringing craft from other
areas are required to inspect and clean
their boats prior to launching at Lake
Tahoe.

To Report a Spill or Boat Sinking

Lake Tahoe Emergency Numbers

U.S. Coast Guard, Lake Tahoe Station
(530) 583-4433

South Lake Tahoe Police Department
(530) 542-6110

Douglas County Sheriff
(775) 782-9911

El Dorado County Sheriff
(530) 544-3464

Placer County Sheriff
(530) 581-6330

Washoe County Sheriff
(775) 832-4110

Nevada Department of Environmental
Protection; Bureau of Corrective Actions
(775) 687-9485

Outside NV
(888) 331-NDEP (6337)

A

e TAHOE WATER

SUPPLIERS ASSOCIATION
PROTECT THE SOURCE

Tahoe Water Suppliers
Association:

Incline Village GID
Kingsbury GID
North Tahoe PUD
Round Hill GID
Skyland Water System
Tahoe City PUD
Zephyr Water Utility District
Cave Rock Water System
Edgewood Water Company
Glenbrook Water Company
Lakeside Park Association
South Tahoe PUD

Visit us on the web:
www.tahoeh?20.0rg

TWSA
1220 Sweetwater Road
Incline Village, Nevada 89451
(775) 832-1212
Fax: (775) 832-1331
wastenot@ivgid.org
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KEEP TAHOE CLEAN!

THE ISSUE

Lake Tahoe is the drinking water supply
source for many communities located
around the lake. Drinking water is
pumped directly out of Lake Tahoe,
disinfected in community treatment plants
and delivered to consumers. Many
municipalities have invested in state-of-
the-art technology such as Ozone and
Ultra-Violet (UV) disinfection, designed to
provide great tasting water, while

removing or inactivating micro-organisms.

However, some micro-organisms such as
viruses and protozoa, even in small
concentrations, can cause waterborne
illness. By working together we can keep
our water safe and clean!

Remember, clean drinking
water is everybody’s
business!

SWIMMER ALERT!

Lake Tahoe is a popular destination for
recreation including water sports such as
swimming, wading, water-skiing,
wakeboarding, boating, and jet-skiing.

Unsanitary swimming and boating habits
have been responsible for occasional
disease outbreaks in swimmers, boaters,
and jet-skiers in lakes and reservoirs. It
can be a recurring problem at freshwater
swim beaches with big crowds. People
get sick by swallowing contaminated
water.

Tahoe has had very few outbreaks, but
the risk remains because of the high
number of human bodies in contact with
the water in the summer.

BAD BuGs

Bacteria, viruses, and protozoa,
especially Giardia and Cryptosporidium
can be transmitted through water and can
survive in the environment for long
periods, even in cool temperatures.

How do people become infected?

Both people and animals can be carriers
of the parasites even if they do not have
any symptoms. Symptoms of infection
include diarrhea, nausea, vomiting,
abdominal cramps, fatigue, and fever.
Individuals can become infected with
Giardia and Cryptosporidium by coming in
contact with human or animal waste, or by
ingesting contaminated water. Infection
can also occur by eating contaminated
raw or uncooked food. Even the cleanest
appearing water might contain Giardia
and Cryptosporidium.

THE SOLUTION

Water treatment facilities in the Lake
Tahoe basin are doing their part to
protect your drinking water. However,
clean drinking water starts by protecting
the source from contaminants.

Things You Can Do
Do not dump portable toilets or
holding tanks in or near the lake.

If you see a spill or boat sink, call your
local Sheriff's Department or Coast
Guard.

Always use the restroom facilities,
never the lake, before leaving the
shore to swim or boat.

Keep diapers out of the water.

Do not swim or wade if you are sick or
just recovering from an illness.

Pick up after your dogs.
Repair any automotive leaks.

Reduce fertilizer use and minimize
irrigation runoff from property.

For Personal Protection
Do not drink untreated lake water.

Don’t swallow water when swimming.
Shower before and after you swim.




